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Group Torture of  Moses Akatugba 

A Nigerian  boy of 16 was tortured by Nigerian police to secure a conviction.  

Moses Atatugba was just 16 when he was arrested, shot in the hand, beaten, 

bound hung up in an interrogation room for hours.  Pliers were then used to 

pull out his finger and toenails.  The confession obtained after this horrific 

ordeal was used in court to sentence him to death.  His alleged crime?  Steal-

ing three mobile phones.   

As barbaric and unimaginable as Moses’s story is, what is even more shock-

ing is that in Nigeria this isn’t unusual.  In fact this is commonplace.  Even 

though the country’s constitution—and international law—prohibits it Am-

nesty International receives regular reports of police using torture to extract 

confessions.   

Death penalty 

Executions were resumed in Nigeria on 24 June 2013, when four men were 

executed in Benin City prison in the southern state of Edo.  These were the 

first since 2006.  The executions were carried out without informing the rela-

tives in advance and, according to the men's’ lawyers, while appeals were 

pending.   

The bodies were not returned to the families for burial, nor was the location 

of the graves made known.  One week earlier, President Goodluck Jonathan 

had urged state governors to sign death warrants for prisoners on death 

row.   

Amnesty has serious concerns about the increasing use of torture and 

other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in Nige-

ria.  Recent research by Amnesty indicates that police and military  

personnel routinely use torture and other ill-treatment to extract 

‘confessions’ and to punish and exhaust detainees.  In contravention 

of national and international law, information obtained by these 

means is routinely accepted as evidence in court.  The Nigerian        

authorities display an apparent lack of political will to adhere to their 

international human rights obligations.   

 

www.salisburyai.com 

“The pain of torture is 
unbearable. I  never 
thought I would be alive 
till this day. The pain I 
went through in the hands 
of the officers was     
unimaginable."  
 

Moses Akatugba  



T he death penalty is the ulti-

mate denial of human rights.  

It is the premeditated and cold-

blooded killing of a human being 

by the state.  This cruel, inhuman 

and degrading  punishment is 

done in the name of justice. 

Amnesty International 

1. No state should have the power to take a person’s life 

2. It is irrevocable.  If there is an error in the judicial process, it cannot be undone 

3. It does not keep society safe.  There is no evidence that it acts as a deterrent and is no 
more effective than other punishments 

4. It is discriminatory.  It is used disproportionately against people who are poor, mental-
ly ill or from racial and ethnic minorities.  In some countries it is rooted in discrimination 
or on the basis of sexual orientation 

5. Not all murder victims’ families want the death penalty.  A large and growing number 
of victims’ families worldwide reject the death penalty and are speaking out against it.  
It does not bring back their family member or honour their memory 

6. It creates more pain  especially on the families of those on death row  

7. It is inhuman, cruel, and degrading.  The conditions on death row inflict extreme psy-
chological suffering and execution is a physical and mental assault  

8. It is applied overwhelmingly in violation of international standards.  It breaches the 
principles of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states that everyone 
has the right to life and that no one should be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment.  

9. It is inefficient.  Time and money are diverted from other more efficient law enforce-
ment measures 

10. It denies any possibility of rehabilitation to the criminal. 
Taken from the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty  www.worldcoaltion.org 

Join us 

T he Salisbury group of Amnesty International has been in   existence since shortly after Amnesty was first formed.  We 

campaign on issues such as the death penalty, women’s rights,  
North Korea and stopping the use of torture.  

We meet monthly and details of activities and campaigning can 
be found on our website - www.salisburyai.com. 

Joining the local group is free but if you join Amnesty       
International itself then there is a joining fee.   

People join usually because they feel deeply about a particular 
issue or injustice and want to do something about it.  

#salisburyai 

Amnesty candle in the  
Cathedral 
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