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DEATH PENALTY SUMMARY – NOVEMBER 2015 

Note: date format is day/month/year 

International Update (from 9.10.15 – 11.11.15) 

 Sri Lanka – 13.10.15 – two new executioners have been hired to replace the 

previous hangman who quit after seeing the gallows.  Two others hired in 

2013 did not turn up for work.  No-one has been executed in the country since 

1976 but the Police Commissioners feels they should be ‘prepared’.  1,116 

prisoners are currently on death row, but sentences are routinely commuted 

to life imprisonment; however, calls to bring back the death penalty have been 

made following a rise in violent crimes and drug trafficking. 

 

 Indonesia – 15.10.15 – the AI Report says Indonesia have violated human 

rights laws by executing 14 drug offenders this year, exposing the country’s 

weak criminal justice system.  Prisoners are routinely denied access to 

lawyers and ‘coerced’ into confessions.  AI have called on the Government to 

reinstate the moratorium on the death penalty. 

 

 Saudi Arabia –  

o 16.10.15 – AI have expressed fears for the safety of three young 

activists due to be executed – including Ali al-Nimr (the young man 

sentenced to death by crucifixion).  The Huffington Post reported that, 

the previous week, the Labour Party had led the call in the European 

Parliament for his release. 

o 18.10.15 – the Guardian revealed the extent to which the UK 

Government are targeting Saudi Arabia for military, health, security and 

justice contracts.  The UK is the largest supplier of arms, and is 

responsible for 36% of their imports.  Despite Saudi Arabia’s human 

rights record, the Government Dept UK Trade and Investment has 

encouraged companies selling security equipment to target the 

country. 

o 20.10.15 – Philip Hammond, Foreign Secretary stated he did not 

expect the beheading and crucifixion of Ali-Nimr or the flogging of Karl 

Andree to take place.  There has been no official announcement but 

Saudi Arabia have a record of indicating such decisions in a 

roundabout way following international pressure 

o 10.11.15 – Amnesty have reported that executions this year – at least 

151 – are at a 20 year high.  Recent annual figures rarely exceeded 90.  

The death penalty is used disproportionately against foreigners – 71 to 

date in 2015.  The majority are from poor countries, do not know Arabic 

and are denied adequate translation in Court.  Officials claim death by 

beheading is more humane than by lethal injection. 
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 Maldives – 18.10.15 – a woman who reportedly gave birth out of wedlock 

was sentenced to death by stoning.  On 19.10.15 the sentence was 

overturned by the Top Court.  Extra-marital sex is banned in the Maldives 

(although not for tourists). 

 

 Iran – 19.10.15 – the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon called on Iran to 

impose a moratorium after the executions of two juvenile offenders in the past 

two weeks.  (On 13.10.15 Fatemeh Salbehi had been hanged for killing the 

man she had been forced to marry at 16.  A week earlier Samed Zahabi had 

been hanged for killing a shepherd at the age of 17) 

 

 USA 

o Ohio – 19.10.15 – executions were put on hold until 2017 as the State 

struggles to acquire the drug required to carry them out 

o Missouri – 9.11.15 – reports indicate that the pace of executions in the 

State is expected to slow.  25 (including Reggie Clemons) remain on 

death row.  This has been attributed to concerns about the availability 

of lethal drugs, but also worries about executing the innocent).  Earl 

Forrest, however, is at imminent risk.  He has exhausted his appeals 

and an execution date has been requested. 

o Georgia – 3.11.15 – the US Supreme Court is determining whether 

racism played a role when in 1887 an all-white jury found the teenager 

Timothy Foster guilty of murdering a white woman and he was 

condemned to death.  Foster, who pleaded guilty, argues that 

excluding black people from the jury resulted in his sentence being 

harsher, and was imposed as a deterrent.  The Supreme Court will 

determine whether Foster’s constitutional rights were violated. 

 

 Egypt –   

o the visit to the UK at the beginning of November by President Sisi was 

condemned by Human Rights campaigners and a group of MP’s 

o 5.11.15 – the Egyptian political activist, Sandos Asam, exiled and 

sentenced to death, clashed on UK TV with a member of President 

Sisi’s delegation.  She criticised the mass death sentences imposed on 

those convicted of crimes of which they were innocent. 

 

 Bangladesh – 2.11.15 – convicted of crimes committed during the 1971 War 

of Independence in seriously flawed trials, the two Opposition Leaders, Ali 

Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed and Salaudin Quader Chowdhury, will have 

their final appeals heard on 17th November.  If their appeals are rejected, 

there will be no legal way to overturn the death sentences.  
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 UK – 

o 7.11.15 – with regard to the recent visits of leaders from China, Egypt 

and Kazakhstan, Human Rights Organisations, including Amnesty, 

have raised concerns that promoting human rights abroad has become 

a lower priority for Britain as it seeks to promote trade.  The UK risks 

breaking international treaties and becoming complicit in abuses. FCO 

officials have said ‘a balance must be struck with economic and 

strategic concerns’.  

o 9.11.15 – on 9.11.65, 50 years ago, capital punishment was abolished 

in the UK.  The cases of Timothy Evans, Derek Bentley and Ruth Ellis 

raised public disquiet, and led directly to its abolition. 

 

 Pakistan – 10.11.15 – Reprieve report that 299 people have been hanged 

since December 2014, with 47 in October.  Studies carried out challenge 

Government claims of crimes of terrorism.  Those executed have included 

people sentenced to death as children and victims of police torture.  

 

Urgent Actions 

 Iran –  

o UA 212/14 – Spiritualist teacher Mohammad Ali Taheri, sentenced to 

death on the charge of ‘spreading corruption on earth’, has been on 

hunger strike for 57 days, and his health is deteriorating.  (Circulated to 

DPLWG 9.10.15) 

o UA 254-15 – Alireza Shahi is due to be executed on 11th November.  

Convicted of murder, there are concerns regarding the fairness of his 

trial (Received from AI and circulated to DPLWG 9.11.15) 11.11.15 – 

no news has been received as to whether his execution took place. 

 

 Saudi Arabia – UA 229-15 – Shi’a activists, Abdullah Hasan al-Zaher and 

Dawood Hussein al-Marhoon were both arrested below the age of 18.  

Interrogated at 18 without access to a lawyer, both claim they were tortured 

into confessions.  They risk execution as soon as the King ratifies their death 

sentences.  (Circulated to the DPLWG on 18.10.15) 

 

Campaigning 

 Death Penalty Vigil – this took place at St Thomas’s Church on 17th 

November.  Supported by local group members, attendance from the public 

was disappointing.  The Vigil focused on the successful outcome of the 

campaign for the release of Moses Aktatugba, and on the current campaign 

for Saman Naseem 
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 Reggie Clemons – we continue to await news 

 Group members have written to Japan this month in support of the campaign 

for the release of Matsumoto Kenji 

 Write for Rights Campaign – the decision as to which 4 prisoners the 

Salisbury Group will select for cards and letters will be made at the November 

meeting.  It may be possible to include Saman Naseem.  Letters and cards 

should in any event continue to be sent to him.  Please send non-religious 

cards, and make no mention of Amnesty. 

 


