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MID JANUARY – FEBRUARY 16 DEATH PENALTY SUMMARY 

—————————————————————————————————— 
Date format: day/month/year 
 

International Update (14 Jan 2016 – 11 Feb 16) 
 

• Achievements in 2015 – 4 countries abolished the death penalty - Fiji, Suriname, 

Congo and Mongolia.  Since 1991 the number of countries which have abolished state-
sponsored execution has doubled from 48 to 97; however, at least 3,357 people have 

been executed in the past 5 years - not including China which does not publish details. 
 

• Saudi Arabia -  
• 16.1.16 – The Saudi Arabia Minister of Foreign Affairs, Adel al-Jubeir, has said 

Britain should ‘respect’ Saudi Arabia’s use of the death penalty, saying they re-
spect our decision not to use it, and making reference to other countries in the 
West, such as the USA, who do.  AI said that Saudi Arabia had ‘utter disregard’ 
for human rights, and the execution of anti-government protester Sheikh Nimr 
al-Nimr showed the punishment was used to ‘settle scores and crush dissi-
dents’. 

• 3.2.16 – The death sentence of the Poet Ashram Fayadh has been commuted 
to 8 years in jail and 800 lashes.  (He had been sentenced to death for          
‘abandoning religion’ based on the testimony of a witness and evidence said to 
have been found in a book of his poetry written some years earlier. 

 

• Iran -  
• 26.1.16 – An Amnesty report draws attention to the fact that dozens of juvenile 

offenders, some as young as 9, are facing execution in Iran. (See                 
Amnesty.org.uk for the names and locations of 49 of these prisoners.)         

Despite the prohibition under international law of executions of individuals under 
18 at the time of the crime, at least 75 have taken place between 2005 and 
2015.  Judges, however, do now have the discretion to take mental maturity into 
account and to impose lighter sentences, and last year special juvenile courts 
were introduced.  (Note - the Salisbury Group has been focusing in particular on 
the sentencing and execution of juvenile offenders).  

• 28.1.16 – Sadegh Souri has produced a series of photographs - Waiting for 
Capital Punishment showing the conditions for young girls in a juvenile          
detention centre, where they have been or are awaiting sentencing.  They are 
housed in appalling conditions, waiting until 18 when they could be executed - 
please go to the Mail On Line website www.dailymail.co.uk/iran  

 

• USA - 
• 28.1.16 - Delaware - a bill to repeal the use of the death penalty was narrowly 

defeated by 5 votes.  Opponents of the death penalty hope to resurrect the bill 
after a 5 week break for budget committee meetings. 

• 28.1.16 - Kansas - a press conference was held to introduce a bill to repeal the 
death penalty.  Speakers included Floyd Bledsoe who spent years in prison for 
a murder he did not commit.  A bipartisan coalition of legislators sponsoring the 
bill emphasised the high costs of the death penalty, and that the practice has 
been largely abandoned in the State.  Legislation is also ‘in play’ in New Hamp-
shire, Missouri, South Dakota, Washington, Utah, Florida and Kentucky - 
(source - National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty - USA) 

http://amnesty.org.uk/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/iran
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• 2.2.16 - Florida - The Execution of Michael Lambrix was stayed by the Florida 
Supreme Court amid questions about the legality of executions following Hurst 
v Florida: Earlier this year the US Supreme Court handed down a decision that 
a system which gives judges the power to impose the death penalty, with juries 
simply playing an advisory role, violates the defendant’s right under the Sixth 
Amendment to trial by jury. 

• Texas – Following the refusal of the US Supreme Court to consider his final   
appeal Gustavo Garcia is scheduled to die on 16th February.  He was           
sentenced to death for a murder committed at 18; his co-defendant, aged 15, 
was sentenced to life imprisonment. 

• Georgia –  
• 3.2.16 – Brandon Astor Jones, sentenced to death 36 years ago and the 

oldest man on Georgia’s death row, was executed at the age of 72. 
• Travis Hittson, sentenced to death for a murder committed in 1992, is 

scheduled to die on 17th February. 
 

• Pakistan – 1.2.16 - Reprieve have organised a petition for Mohammad Asghar, the 70 

year old who has paranoid schizophrenia and was sentenced to death in 2014 for   
blasphemy.  He is now at imminent risk of execution.  The petition calls on David   
Cameron to intervene and request his return to his family in Scotland. 

 

• China – 1.2.16 - Two men - Tudeng Gusang and Tsering Banjue - have been           

sentenced to death for the murder in Chengdu in 2013 of the British monk, Chöje    
Akong Tulku Rinpoche, who co-founded Europe’s first Tibetan monastery in Scotland. 

 
• Ethiopia/UK – 8.2.16 – British National, Andarchew Tsege, kidnapped from Yemen   

airport in 2014 by Ethiopian secret police, remains in solitary confinement in Kality 
prison under sentence of death.  Access to his lawyer, his family and his MP, Jeremy-
Corbyn, continues to be refused.  The British Government has yet to defend his human 
rights and demand his return to the UK. 

 

Urgent Actions 

 

• Bahrain – UA 1-15 (Update) - Bahrain’s Court of Cassation has upheld the death     

sentences on Mohamed Ramadan ‘Issa ‘Ali Hussain and Hussain ‘Ali Moosa Hussain 
Mohamed, sentenced to death for the death of a policeman following a bomb explosion.  
Neither received a fair trial and evidence obtained under torture was used to incriminate 
both.  Letters are to be sent to the King requesting a pardon for both (Circulated to 
DPLWG 14.1.16) 

 

• USA 
• California – UA 285/15 Ext - the deadline to respond the consultation regarding 

its new lethal injection protocol has been extended to 22nd February (Circulated 
to DPLWG 20.1.16) 

 

• Saudi Arabia – UA 271/14 - Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr was amongst the 47 people executed 
earlier this month.  His body has not, however, been returned to his parents.  See fur-
ther details on the web site.  (Circulated to DPLWG 21.1.16). 

 

• Belarus – Gennadii Yakovitskii has been sentenced to death for the murder of his    
partner.  (He had been found guilty of an earlier killing but this was commuted to 15 
years in prison).  Conflicting testimonies were given by witnesses of the death of his 
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partner.  If his current appeal is turned down, and he does not receive a presidential 
pardon, he could be executed within months.  (Note - Belarus is the last country in    
Europe to have retained the death penalty.  Circulated to DPLWG 26.1.16) 

 

• Matsumoto Kenji – An Urgent Action blog was received from AI asking for letters to be 

sent in support of Matsumoto Kenji on his 65th birthday, the 16th he has spent on 
death row (this month’s Group Urgent Action) 

 

Campaigning 

 

• Death Penalty Survey – 46 local groups completed the Survey in December, 4 in the 
South (including Salisbury).  The response was less than had been anticipated so it is 
difficult to predict the outcome.  The replies have been sent to AIUK’s Activism        
Sub-Committee and their response is awaited. 

 

• Reggie Clemons – we are heartened by the news from the National Coalition that     

legislation is ‘in play’ in Missouri, as in other States, for the abolition of the Death    
Penalty, although such legislation often does not apply retrospectively.   

 

• Matsumoto Kenji – this month’s Group Urgent Action.  The Group have written to the 

Minister of Justice urging him not to execute Matsumoto and to commute his sentence 
and those of all other prisoners on death row, to improve their conditions and to       
promote debate on the abolition of the death penalty.  They have written to the Health 
Minister asking him to ensure Matsumoto has access to any necessary health care. 

 
• Saudi Arabia Juvenile Executions – 14th February marks the 4th anniversary of the 

imprisonment of Ali al-Nimr at the age of 17.  The Salisbury Group will be participating 
in AI’s Thunderclap tweeting to the Saudi Arabian Government, calling on them to 
spare his life and that of two other teenage boys – Abdullah al-Zaher and Dawood               
al-Marhoon.     

 
 


