
MID FEBRUARY-MARCH 16 DEATH PENALTY SUMMARY 

 
Date format: day/month/year 
 

Amnesty Report 2015-16 – Amnesty have published a report detailing the state of 
human rights in 160 countries and territories in 2015.  This includes reference to the 
use of the death penalty - see annual report for the full report 
 
International Update (12.2.16 – 10.3.16) 
 

 UK – 16.2.16 – The Daily Telegraph reports the National Crime Agency 

supplied information to the Thai Police leading to the sentencing to death of 
Wai Physo and Zaw Lin for the murder of the two British backpackers.  Unless 
they have ministerial permission (and it is believed they did not), the British 
Police are not allowed to supply evidence to foreign authorities who use 
capital punishment without assurances that the suspects will not be 
sentenced to death.  Concerns over allegations that the two men were 
tortured into confessing their guilt have been expressed by the Foreign Office 
and AI. 

 

 Iraq – 19.2.16 – 40 people have been sentenced to death in a mass 

sentencing, bringing the total of those sentenced to death since the beginning 
of 2016 to 94.  The sentencing follows a fundamentally flawed mass trial of 47 
individuals accused of involvement in the Speicher Military Camp massacre in 
2014 when at least 1,700 military cadets were killed by an IS armed group.  

 

 Pope Francis – 21.2.16 – The Pope has called for the worldwide abolition of 

the death penalty, calling on Catholic politicians around the world to ‘make a 
courageous and exemplary gesture’ and ensure that no convicted prisoner is 
put to death in the ‘year of mercy’ which runs until November 2016. 

 

 UK/Saudi Arabia/Bahrain – 21.2.16 - A recent report reveals Britain and 
Saudi Arabia worked together to lobby the UN to water down its criticism of 
the Bahraini regime for it poor human rights record.  Maya Foa, Director of the 
Death Penalty team at Reprieve, described the allegations of such behavior 
as ‘especially troubling in light of the potentially imminent resumption of 
executions in Bahrain and the role of confessions extracted through torture in 
obtaining death sentences in Bahraini courts’. 

 

 USA –  

 
o 24.2.16 – In March/April 7 executions are scheduled to take place in 

Texas, Virginia and Florida: 
 

 Coy Wesbrook – Texas – 9th March (Executed) 
 Ricky Javon Gray – Virginia – 16th March 
 Mark James Assay – Florida – 17th March 
 Adam Ward – Texas – 22nd March 
 John Battaglia – Texas – 30th March 
 Pablo Vasquez – Texas – 6th April 

http://amnesty.org/en/latest/research/2016/02/annual-report-201516


 Robert Pruett – Teas – 27th April     (Source:  National Coalition 
                                                                                          against the Death Penalty) 
 

o Utah – 2.3.16 – The State Senate voted 15 to 12 to repeal the death 
penalty.  The Bill will move next to the State House, and – if passed 
there – to the Governor, Gary Herbert.  The Governor, however, 
supports capital punishment and in 2015 signed a bill expanding the 
use of the firing squad. 

 

 Iran –  
o 28.2.16 - According to Shahindokht Molaverdi, Iran’s Vice President for 

Women and Family Affairs, the executions took place of the entire male 
population of a village for drug offences.  The village was not named 
but the region described is notorious for high rates of poverty, infant 
and child mortality and illiteracy.  The Vice President has not 
condemned the executions but is calling for support for the widows and 
orphans, claiming that they would otherwise turn to crime, including 
drug trafficking.  Maya Foa of Reprieve has urged the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime to ‘make its new Iran funding conditional on an end to 
the death penalty for drug offences’. 

o 6.3.16 – Babak Zanjani, the billionaire business blacklisted by the US 
and UK for helping Iran to evade oil sanctions, was sentenced to death 
for ‘fraud and other economic crimes.  Two others were sentenced to 
death alongside him.  

 

 Pakistan – 29.2.16 – The execution by hanging took place of Mumtaz Qadri, 

the bodyguard convicted of the killing of ex-Punjab’s Governor, Salman 
Taseer.  Qadri stated he had carried out the murder because of the 
Governor’s opposition to Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, and protests at the 
execution have been widespread.  AI have stated that taking another life is no 
way to ensure justice for the Governor’s murder.  (Note: 300 people have now 
been executed in Pakistan in a little over 14 months). 
 

 France – 5.3.16 – Despite earlier this year condemning executions in Saudi 

Arabia as ‘deeply deplorable’, President Hollande awarded his country’s most 
prestigious award – the Légion d’Honneur – to Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Naif.    
 

 Saudi Arabia – 7.3.16 - Alaa al Zahrani, convicted of murder, was executed 

in Jeddah.  He was the 70th prisoner to be executed in 2016.  Allan Hogarth, 
AIUK’s Head of Policy & Government Affairs, said ‘It’s time that ‘strategic 
allies’ like the UK started speaking out about this shocking state of affairs.  
For too long Downing Street has bent over backwards to avoid ‘offending’ the 
Saudi Royals.  Saudi Arabia’s human rights record is utterly appalling and the 
UK government should say so’. 

 
 
 
 

 



Urgent Actions 
 

 Iran – UA 39/16 – Juvenile offender Amanj Veisee has been sentenced to 

death for a second time after a retrial.  The Court dismissed as ‘non-binding’ 
an official forensic report concluding he had not attained ‘mental growth and 
maturity’ at the time of the crime in 2007, when he was aged 15.  (Circulated 
to DPLWG 24.2.16). 
 

 Iran – UA 15/08 Update) – Amir Amrollahi, a juvenile offender found guilty of 

a fatal stabbing, has been sentenced to death for the second time, after a 
retrial and following a decade in prison.  The Court rejected the conclusion of 
an official forensic report which said he had not ‘attained mental growth and 
maturity at the time of the crime, which took place when he was aged 16.  
Circulated to DPLWG. 

 
Campaigning 
 

 Monthly Group Urgent Action – the Group will be writing on behalf of Amanj 

Veisee.  Taking action on behalf of those sentenced to death for offences 
committed as juveniles continues to be a priority. 
 

 Petition – the possibility of a signing in respect of the sentencing to death of 
juveniles in Iran will be discussed at the March meeting.  If agreed, contact 
will be made with Farshid Talaghani regarding the possibility of such a petition 
being part of a National Monthly Action 
 

 Reggie Clemons – we have no further news but continue to monitor the 

situation. 
 

Note: China executes more of its citizens than any other country but statistics are a 
state secret.  


