
 

 

 

Amnesty International Salisbury Group 
 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting on Thursday 10th March 2016 
 7.30 pm at 4, Victoria Road. 

 

 

1 Chairman’s Welcome 
Present:     Eddie, Tony, Andrew, Fiona, Michael S, Peter, Lesley   
Apologies: Jonathan, Michael P, Hilary 

AH 

2 Minutes of previous meeting – these were agreed.  Apologies for  
omitting Eddie from the list of those present. 
 

LC 

3 Treasurer’s Report – Current Bank balance:  £1,040.77 
                                     Cash:                                 £30.06 
 
AH will contact MP to ensure our annual Group subscription has been sent 
to London.  The decision as to whether to send an additional sum is to be  
deferred until the costs of any campaign for the Human Rights Act are 
clearer 
 

MP 
 
 
AH 

4 Campaign Reports 
 
Death Penalty 
 
Please see the Salisbury Group Website www.salisburyai.com for the full 
international update, covering the UK, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the 
USA, Iran, Pakistan, France, and a statement from Pope Francis. 
 
Amnesty Report 2015-16 – Amnesty have published a report detailing the 

state of human rights in 160 countries and territories in 2015.  This in-
cludes reference to the use of the death penalty - see annual report for the 
full report 
 
 
Urgent Actions 
 

 Iran – UA 39/16 – Juvenile offender Amanj Veisee has been      

sentenced to death for a second time after a retrial.  The Court     
dismissed as ‘non-binding’ an official forensic report concluding he 
had not attained ‘mental growth and maturity’ at the time of the 
crime in 2007, when he was aged 15.  (Circulated to DPLWG 
24.2.16). 

 

 

LC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.salisburyai.com/
http://amnesty.org/en/latest/research/2016/02/annual-report-201516


 

 Iran – UA 15/08 Update) – Amir Amrollahi, a juvenile offender found 

guilty of a fatal stabbing, has been sentenced to death for the       
second time, after a retrial and following a decade in prison.  The 
Court rejected the conclusion of an official forensic report which said 
he had not ‘attained mental growth and maturity at the time of the 
crime, which took place when he was aged 16.  Circulated to 
DPLWG. 

 
 

 
Campaigning 
 

 Monthly Group Urgent Action – the Group will be writing on behalf 

of Amanj Veisee.  Taking action on behalf of those sentenced to 
death for offences committed as juveniles continues to be a priority. 
 

 Petition – the possibility of organising a signing in respect of the 

sentencing to death of juveniles in Iran was agreed at the March 
meeting.  No date was set at this stage – current priorities for the 
Group remain North Korea and the Human Rights Act.  In the     
meantime, contact will be made with Farshid Talaghani regarding 
the possibility of such a petition being part of a National Monthly   
Action. 
 

 Reggie Clemons – we have no further news but continue to moni-

tor the situation. 
 

 
 
North Korea 
 
Extreme repression and systematic violation of almost all human rights 
overshadowed life in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North 
Korea), and those who fled the country reported an increase in arbitrary   
arrests. Reduced daily rations severely threatened the right to adequate 
food, and hundreds of thousands of people continued to languish in prison 
camps and detention facilities where torture and other ill-treatment was 
widespread and forced labour routine.  

North Koreans continued to suffer denial and violations of almost every  
aspect of their human rights. Authorities continued to arbitrarily arrest and 
detain individuals without fair trial or access to lawyers and family,  
including nationals of the Republic of Korea (South Korea). Households, 
particularly those with members suspected of having fled the country or 
trying to access outside information, remained under systematic            
surveillance. The government arranged for more than 50,000 people to 
work in other countries, collecting their wages directly from employers and 
keeping a significant portion for its own revenue. Little progress was made 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TM 



in addressing cases of abductions and enforced disappearances of foreign 
nationals (AI Report 2015-2016) 
 
The 58-page report, Connection Denied: Restrictions on Mobile Phones 
and Outside Information in North Korea, documents the intensified con-
trols, repression and intimidation of the population since Kim Jung-un 
came to power in 2011. 
 
North Koreans caught using mobile phones to contact loved ones who 
have fled abroad are being sent to political prison camps or other detention 
facilities as the government tightens its stranglehold on people’s use of 
communication technology.   

The European Union and Japan have recently drawn up a draft resolution 
on North Korea's human rights abuses for submission later this month to a 
U.N. human rights panel. 

On 22.2.16 TM had attended the Conference on Addressing Violence 
against Women and Girls in the DPRK, chaired in the House of Commons 
by the All-Party Parliamentary Group on North Korea.  A transcript is 
awaited.  150 people had attended, and it was felt to be encouraging that 
the iniquities taking place in this part of the world were not being forgotten, 
but no actual action that could be taken had been identified. 
 

5 Social Media Report 
 

Web and other media statistics, February 2016 

Web site 
Quieter month than recently and the figures are: 

Dec Jan  Feb 

288 244 205 

Views 
All time: 4,749   

Country views, top six (2016) 

UK USA Canada Germany France Russia 

276 150 13 12 10 7 

 
Other countries include: Argentina; Laos; Israel; Singapore; Ukraine; Tur-
key  
Most popular item was the one on Security and Police which far ex-

ceeded all the others and was close to our record.  This was about the ex-
hibition in Farnborough which is closed to the public because of the sensi-
tive nature of the exhibitions.  It was of interest to us because the Dept. of 
Business, Innovation and Skill is involved (which is John Glen’s depart-
ment) and it was reported that they would be present to show people 
around.  Attendees include countries with very poor human rights records 

PC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit one of our Web, 

Twitter, Facebook or 

YouTube pages and click 

‘like’ if you can! 



including UAE, Bahrain, Israel and Saudi Arabia.  Second was last month’s 
death penalty report.   
Followers: 74 

Twitter 

Impressions: 

Dec  Jan Feb  

2680 5161 3732 

 

Top tweet was the one on the Yemen Arms sales which got well over 200 

impressions.  This month so far, the highest tweet is the somewhat bizarre 
interview given by Michael Fallon on arms sales to Yemen (again) which 
he just reiterated the mantra that ‘we have some of the toughest arms con-
trol regimes in the world’ which is the standard response by the Foreign 
Office when questioned about our arms sales to countries like Saudi.  For-
tunately for him he was being interviewed by the BBC’s Frank Gardner 
who just let the comment go by.   

Amnesty has just started issuing appeals to be forwarded by groups on a 
specific day.  The second of these was tied into International Women’s 
Day and was a short 2 minute film made by Amnesty in Venezuela on the 
wide range of violent actions against women in South America including in-
fringement of reproductive rights.  We posted this on our Twitter site and 
on our web site.   

61 followers and 123 following.   

 

North Korea 

The demonstration outside the Guildhall still bears fruit.  On Flickr, the still 
image has had 2,359 views and the video, 378.  On YouTube it has 559 
views giving a total of 937.  

The tapestry video is up to 378 views on Flickr with a small number on 
YouTube taking it to around 400.  www.flickr.com   www.YouTube.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Proposed Video/Visit to Tapestry by Mid Glos Group 
 

PC has been in contact with Claire Moody, MEP.  She has agreed to a 
video being made of an interview with her on 24th March at the Chapter 
House in front of the tapestry.  PC will send her a suggested script.     
Provided agreement is received from the Cathedral, PC will confirm with 
Claire Moody, and will meet with EB, FD and AH at 11.00. 
 

TM reported the Mid Glos Group will be visiting on Sunday 17th April.  They 
are keen to be involved in the video – TM to forward the contact to PC in 
order to agree the content.  One suggestion is to focus on the forced repat-
riation of escapees in China back to NK. 

All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flickr.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


7 Music for Human Rights 
Despite repeated attempts, FD had been unable to make contact with 
Scott James.  She had asked the Arts Centre for alternative suggestions, 
but was becoming increasingly despondent with the difficulties in arranging 
this type of event.   
 
An alternative possibility might be to consider an event involving a Choir 
such as the Farrant Singers, and linking this to the HRA campaigning.  
This would, however, be put on hold while the Group concentrated on their 
current campaigns.   

FD 

8 Monthly Action –  
 
Syria 
Members are asked to contact the Foreign Secretary, Philip Hammond, to 
ensure the UK champions human rights benchmarks at the Syria talks, and 
lobbies parties to: 

 End unlawful attacks against civilians and civilian objects 

 Lift the sieges 

 Allow unfettered humanitarian access 

 Release those detained and abducted solely for for exercising their 
human rights 

 Ensure effective participation of women and civil society in peace 
talks 

 End impunity 
 
Next month Amnesty will be launching a new fundraising project for a  
human rights project in Burkina Faso and Sierra Leone to try to reduce 

rates of FGM and EFM (Early Forced Marriage) 
 

FD 
AH 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Rights Act 
P and LC attended a talk hosted by the Southampton and Romsey Groups 
on 19th February on the implications of retaining or replacing the HRA. This 
tackled some of the myths and misinformation which are currently  
circulating in some sections of the media.  See our website . 
 
PC has produced draft letters to be sent to the local political parties by AH 
offering to take part in any debates they might be holding in respect of the 
Act. 
 
AI are proposing that local Groups should participate in a week of activities 
relating to the HRA from 9th – 16th April.  Suggestions are: 

 Meeting with the local MP (Note – the Group did so in July 2014) 

 Writing to the local paper (AH) 

 Holding an event. (This will depend on the response we receive 
from the political parties, but cannot be limited to this particular 
week.) 

All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.salisburyai.com/


10 National Conference Special Resolutions 
It was agreed that, should they wish to do so, members would need to vote 
as individuals rather than seeking a consensus of the Group. 
 

All 

11 The Market Stall 
MP has reminded members to start collecting items for the stall – nothing 
heavy, no electrical items; small no. of good quality books. 

MP 

12 Arts Centre Film 
FD has been considering this year’s Oscar winners amongst the foreign 
language films, including “Embrace of the Serpent’, ‘Mustang’ and ‘A War’.  
She will bring a list to the April meeting.  The decision will need to be made 
by June. 

FD 
 
 
 
 
 

13 Coffee Morning 

JP has advised the Group it will not be possible to book a slot at St 
Thomas’s this year.  P and LC will investigate the possibility of the URC in 
Fisherton Street 
 

PC 
LC 

14 Membership and Recruitment 

A meeting was held at the Red Lion on 3rd March to discuss this issue: 
 
Action Agreed: 
 

 Draft letter to be produced for sending to Political Parties suggesting 
co-operation in combatting Government attempts to repeal HRA.  
This could also be a source of interest to potential new members 
(PC) 

 A number of former Group members to be emailed asking why they 
had joined the Group initially, and for any pointers for improving re-
tention ((FD) 

 Letters to be sent to University College and Salisbury 6th Form Col-
leges regarding a possible Citizenship talk.  Contact to be followed 
up with Wiltshire College (AH) 

 Posters to be produced for 6th Forms and Colleges inviting students 
to support events and signings (PC) 

 Sue Kent to be contacted regarding the possibility of a large scale 
projection of our video(s) in the Market Square during the Festival 
(FD) 

 The possibility booking Kate Rusby for an event at eg the Arts Cen-
tre to be explored (AH) 

 A list of Women’s Groups to be produced – with a possible view to 
offering talks or inviting to events (LC) 

 
Outcome to date 

 Draft letters produced and forwarded to AH 

All 



 Two former members had been contacted and responses received.  
These were helpful, but did not raise any possibilities not already 
identified 

 AH was in the process of contacting the Colleges 

 Posters would need to be produced for specific events 

 The projection of our video and hosting a performance event would 
be considered in due course 

 The possibility of offering a talk about Amnesty to the Salisbury 
NWR Group (National Women’s Register) could be explored further. 

 

15 AOB: None was raised  

16 Forthcoming Events 

 Video with Claire Moody, MEP – 17th March 11.00 am 

 HRA Action Week – 9th-16th April 

 Joint Action with Mid Glos Group - 17th April (time TBC) 

 Market Stall – 11th June 

 ?Refugee Day – 20th June (to be discussed at April Meeting) 

 ?Death Penalty Petition – TBC 

 School/College talks – TBA 

 World Day Against the Death Penalty – 10th October 

 Amnesty Arts Centre Film – December 
 

 

 Next Meeting:  Thursday 14th April 
                           Time: 7.30 pm 
                           Venue: 4 Victoria Road 
 
 
Group website; www.salisburyai.com 
AIUK website:  www.amnesty.org.uk 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/salisburyai 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/salisburyai  
Campaign box and banner:  Peter and Lesley 

 

 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/salisburyai
http://www.facebook.com/salisburyai

