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International Update (29.4.16 – 7.6.16) 
 

 Afghanistan – 8.5.16 – Six prisoners were hanged in ‘a tough anti-Taliban 

push’. 
 

 Taiwan – 10.5.16 – The execution took place of Cheng Chien, who had killed 

four people on an underground train. 
 

 Bangladesh –  

 
o 10.5.16 – Motiur Rahman Nizami, leader of the political party Jamaat-

e-Islami, was executed.  The Supreme Court had rejected his review 
petition on 6.4.16, and he had refused to seek clemency from the 
President. 
 

o 31.5.16 – Six ‘militants’ were sentenced to death for organising a bank 
robbery in which eight people were killed. 

 

 Pfizer – 14.5.16 – The Company issued the statement that they had blocked 

the use of its drugs for executions: ‘We strongly object to the use of any of our 
products in the lethal injection process for capital punishment. 
 

 Philippines –  

 
o President Elect Rodrigo Duerte, set to be sworn into office on 30th 

June, has stated his wish to reintroduce the death penalty.  He will, 
however, need the backing of Congress to do so. 
 

o 6.6.16 – The British Ambassador to the Philippines has said the British 
Government will not extradite Filipinos from the UK, even under the 
existing treaty, if the Country revives the death penalty. 

 

 USA –  
 

o California – The Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation has 
extended its written public comment period in respect of the California 
Code of Regulations regarding the administration of the death penalty 
to 11th July 2016. 

 
o Georgia – 23.5.16 -The US Supreme Court voted 7:1 to throw out the 

death sentence imposed on Timothy Foster by an all-white jury, which 
had been selected in a blatant act of racial discrimination which 
unlawfully excluded potential black jurors from his trial.  This would not 
have come to light without the diligence of a team of lawyers at the 
Southern Centre for Human Rights. 

 



o South Carolina – 25.5.16 - The US Justice Department is seeking the 
death penalty for Dylann Roof, charged with the murder of nine 
worshippers at the African-American church in Charleston. 

 

o Texas –  
 

 27.5.16 - The execution of Charles Flores, scheduled for 2nd 
June, was stayed by the Texas Court of Criminal Appeal, 
reportedly to order a hearing in respect of his claim that 
‘improper hypnosis’ was used on the main eyewitness in his 
trial. 
 

 6.6.16 – the US Supreme Court laid the groundwork for a 
significant debate on capital punishment next term, take the 
cases of Duane Buck (issues of racial discrimination) and Bobby 
Moore (issues of intellectual disability, prolonged confinement 
and solitary confinement).  Note:  Neither case challenges the 
actual constitutionality of the death penalty, the issue raised by 
Justice Stephen Breyer. 

 
 6.6.16 – Murder charges were dismissed against Kerry Cook, 

who had spent 20 years on death row.  New evidence had been 
found, indicating his innocence and pointing to another man.  
Cook will be returning to Court on 27th June, when his lawyers 
are expected to argue that he should be exonerated. 

 
 Robert Roberson is due to be executed on 22nd June.  

Convicted of the murder of his two year old daughter, his 
lawyers are appealing his sentence on the basis that an expert 
witness of his mental health was not allowed to testify at his trial. 

 
o Louisiana –  

 
 31.5.16 - The appeal made by Lamondre Tucker that his death 

sentence was unconstitutional was rejected by the US Supreme 
Court. 
 

 1.6.15 – As the State does not currently have the drugs needed 
to carry out executions under their existing Protocol, a court 
order was issued delaying proceedings on a new Protocol for 18 
months, which means that no executions can take place in 
Louisiana until at least January 2018.  (Note: it is reported that 
the State had obtained one of the two drugs currently required in 
place of pentobarbital from a hospital by misrepresenting its 
purpose). 

 

 Kuwait – 30.5.16 – The Supreme Court upheld the death sentence passed on 

Abdulrahman Sabah Saud, the driver for the suicide bombing at a mosque 
last year, in which 26 people died. 

 



 Palestine – 31.5.16 – Three people convicted of murder, one reportedly a 

policeman, were executed in the Gaza Strip by Hamas.  Hamas did not seek 
the approval of President Mahmood Abbas, as required under Palestinian law, 
and the executions were condemned by the Palestinian Authority in the West 
Bank. 

 

 Indonesia – 1.6.16 – Former President B J Habibie has publicly denounced 

the death penalty, saying no man has the right to take someone’s life as it is 
God’s prerogative’.  The current President continues to defend its use as a 
deterrent to drug abuse and the Attorney General has announced that the 
next executions will take place after the month of Ramadan.  (Note: In 2015 
46 death sentences were imposed in Indonesia and 14 executions carried 
out.) 

 

 India – 6.6.16 – Prosecutors have sought the death penalty for 24 Hindus 

convicted of a massacre during religious riots in 2002.  The final sentencing 
will take place on 9.6.16. 

 
Urgent Actions 
 

 Pakistan – An email UA was received from AI UK concerning the prisoner in 

a wheelchair who was now at imminent risk of execution.  (Circulated to 
DPLWG 4.5.16) 
 

 Indonesia – an email UA was received from AI Australia raising concerns that 

three prisoners had been moved to Nusakambangan, the prison island where 
13 executions took place last year.  No date for their executions had been 
given, but the Attorney General had said only 72 hours’ notice would be given.  
(Circulated to DPLWG 12.5.16) 

 

 Iran – UA 116/16 - Following a global outcry, the execution did not take place 

on 15th May of the teenager Alireza Tajiki, but he may still be at risk.  
(Circulated to DPLWG 20.5.16) 

 

 Belarus – UA134/16 – Siarhei Vostrykau has been sentenced to death for 

two separate convictions for rape and murder.  He is the third person to be 
sentenced to death this year in Belarus, the only country in Europe and 
Central Asia which continues to apply the death penalty.  (Circulated to 
DPLWG 7.6.16 – this month’s Group Urgent Action). 

 

 Bahrain – UA 4/15 – The death sentences imposed on Ali Abdulshaheed al-

Sankis, Sami Mirza Mshaima and Abbas Jamil Taher Mhammad al-Samea, 
convicted of activities associated with terrorism, have been upheld.  They 
were reportedly denied access to their lawyers or families and were tortured.  
(Circulated to DPLWG 7.6.16).    

 
Campaigning 
 

 As part of a national AI campaign, a letter was sent to the Salisbury Journal 
for the 26.5.16 edition, highlighting the recently published Death Penalty 



Report and the Group’s campaign to halt the practice of executing juveniles in 
Iran.  The letter was not published but can be read on the Group’s Website. 
 

 The Group participated in the national campaign on 26.5.16 by tweeting in 
support of halting the execution of Ali Al Nimr, and in re-tweeting Ali’s 

mother. 
 

 A card was sent to Reggie Clemons assuring him that he was not forgotten.  

He continues to await news regarding his situation.  It is hoped that, at the 
very least, a re-trial will be ordered. 

 
 


