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MID JULY- AUGUST 16 DEATH PENALTY SUMMARY 

 
International Update  
 
(omissions from previous month’s report) 
Date format: day/month/year 

 

 Nauru – June 2016 – the smallest republic in the world abolished the death 
penalty. 
  

 Guinea – 5.7.16 – The National Assembly voted in favour of a new criminal 

code abolishing the death penalty, but AI have expressed concerns that the 
code contains provisions which will strengthen the immunity enjoyed by 
security personnel and repress the expression of dissent.  Note: Guinea is the 
19th country in Africa to abolish the death penalty for all crimes.  It is 15 years 
since the country last carried out executions. 

 
From 15.7.16 to 11.8.16 
 

 Turkey –  

o 16.7.16 - Following the failed coup by the military, President Erdogan’s 
supporters have called on the Government to restore the death penalty 
for those involved in the attempted military coup. 
 

o 18.7.16 – Germany and France have warned that the restoration of the 
Death Penalty would mean problems with Turkey’s application to join 
the EU. 

 
o 19.7.16 – President Erdogan has stated he would approve the revival 

of the Death Penalty if Parliament opted to reinstate it. 
 

o 21.7.16 – Turkish officials have declared that the Country will 
‘derogate’ from the ECHR following their announcement of a state of 
emergency.  They cite the case of France’s derogation (Article 15) in 
December 2015 following the Paris attacks; however, a Turkish 
criminal lawyer has stated that, even if capital punishment were to be 
reintroduced it could not legally be applied to any of the alleged 
perpetrators of the coup because it would be violating international 
rights principles.  A crime cannot be punished retroactively with an 
amended law, and reinstating the death penalty would require an 
amendment to the Constitution or a public referendum. 

 
o 24.7.16 – Greece has urged Turkey to exercise restraint and avoid 

reinstating the death penalty. 
 

o 25.7.16 – Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Union, has 
said that, should Turkey reinstate the death penalty, the negotiation 
process would stop and the Country’s bid to join the EU come to an 
end.  (President Erdogan continues to say he must follow the will of the 
people of Turkey). 
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o 2.8.16 – Following the declaration of a 3-month State of Emergency, 
Turkey has submitted a formal notice to derogate from the ECHR.  To 
date, the authorities have issued a decree authorising detentions 
without access to a judge for up to 30 days.  Professor Sheinin has, 
however, pointed out that neither the State of Emergency, nor the 
derogation from the Convention, could – ‘legally speaking’ – act as a 
justification for bringing back the death penalty.  (Source: RightsInfo)  

 
o  9.8.16 – Turkish MP, Kani Torum, currently visiting Canada, has said 

that – should Turkey reinstate the death penalty – it would not apply to 
people charged in the coup.  (Source: Huffington Post). 

 

 Guyana – 21.7.16 – The former UN Commissioner on Human Rights, Navi 

Pillay, has called for Guyana to remove the death penalty from its terrorism 
law and all other parts of the law books.  She said laws should not be passed 
‘emotionally’ and that ‘the rule of law follows international standards and 
Guyana is very much part of the international community’.  22.7.16 – The 
Government has responded by saying ‘it is not rushing to remove the death 
penalty from the state books. 
 

 Iraq – 23.7.16 – The Prime Minister is seeking to speed up the carrying out of 

death sentences, despite persistent concerns over flaws in the judicial 
system.  He has ordered the formation of a committee ‘to determine the 
obstacles and causes’ that result in delays, and to make recommendations ‘to 
speed up the ratification of those sentences and their implementation’.  It is 
reported that, so far in the month of July, 5 people have been executed.  
Amnesty continue to express concerns regarding ‘grossly unfair trials’ and 
‘confessions’ extracted under torture. 

 

 Indonesia –  

 
o 15.7.16 – Benny K Harman, Democratic Party politician, has called for 

President Jokowi Widodo to re-evaluate the effectiveness of the death 
penalty in reducing crimes and to be aware that it violates human 
rights.  He has said the President also needs to re-evaluate the judicial 
process for those convicted of drug-related offences awaiting 
execution.  (Note: Attorney General M Prasetyo said earlier the ‘third 
round’ of executions of prisoners would take place on Nusambangan 
Prison Island after Idul Fitri (the Festival of Eid).  
 

o 28.7.16 – It was reported that 14 prisoners, convicted of drug-related 
offences following unfair trials, and some with clemency appeals 
pending, had been transferred to Batu prison on Nasukambangan 
Island and were to be executed (See Urgent Actions).  On 29.7.16 it 
was reported that 4 of the prisoners had been executed the previous 
night. 

 

 Philippines –  

o 26.7.16 – The newly convened Congress heard the proposal to 
reimpose the death penalty for ‘heinous crimes’.  The Bill cites the 
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need for a war on crime, arguing that existing laws were not a sufficient 
deterrent and had ‘emasculated’ the criminal justice system.  President 
Duterte had called for execution by hanging, but the Bill stipulates the 
use of lethal injection.  (Note: the death penalty was repealed in 2006 
following pressure from Church groups.) 
 

o 10.8.16 – Senator Manny Pacquiao has cited the Bible in defence of 
the restoration of the death penalty, saying it is ‘approved by God’.  
(Source: South China Morning Post) 

 

 India – 29.7.16 – A Private Member’s resolution calling for the abolition of 

capital punishment was rejected by the Government with the statement that 
‘the prevailing circumstances does (sic) not warrant abolition of the death 
penalty’ and India has to respect ‘the sentiments of the people’. 
 

 UK/Saudi Arabia – 31.7.16 - Concerns have been raised by Human Rights 

Groups that a Twitter account with close links to the Saudi Government is 
raising the profile of Ali al-Nimr, sentenced to death on charges relating to his 
role in anti-government protests in 2012 when he was 17.  In the past, similar 
activity on the Twitter account has been a signal that an individual is about to 
be executed.  Dawood al-Marhoon and Abdullah al-Zaher, convicted of similar 
offences when juveniles, also face beheading. 

 
Under Saudi law, juveniles cannot be executed; but – in its latest Human 
Rights Priority Country assessment for Saudi Arabia -  the Foreign Office 
states that ‘all three were convicted of crimes committed when they were 
juveniles, although under Saudi law they are considered to have been adult at 
the time’. 
 
Maya Foa of Reprieve has called on the Foreign Office and Boris Johnson to 
challenge the Saudi authorities and to call for the immediate commutation of 
the death sentences imposed on all three.  (Source – The Observer) 
 

 Saudi Arabia/Senegal – 4.8.16 – Demands for clemency were made by 

Human Rights activists on behalf of Mbayang Diop, a Senegalese maid, who 
was trafficked to Saudi Arabia and may face the death penalty if found guilty 
of killing her employer.  AI have expressed concern at the growing numbers of 
Senegalese women working in Saudi Arabia whose passports are confiscated 
by their employers, are abused, and are ‘the victims of a system of modern 
slavery’.  (Source: Reuters). 

 

 Iraq – 31.7.16 – The Iraqi Court of Cassation upheld the death sentences of 

40 men sentenced in trials held in February following the July 2014 massacre.  
The Iraqi Government blamed the massacre on both IS and members of the 
Iraqi wing of the banned Socialist Baath Party.  AI criticised the sentences as 
the vast majority of the trials had been ‘grossly unfair’.  (Source: Sputnik) 
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 USA 

 
o Delaware – 2.8.16 - The Delaware Supreme Court has decided the 

State’s death penalty law violates the Sixth Amendment because it has 
given judges – not juries – the power to impose the death penalty, and 
is, therefore, unconstitutional (see Hurst v Florida).  (Delaware, Florida 
and Alabama are the only states that give this power to judges).  It is 
unclear at this stage whether the ruling will apply retroactively. 
(Source: NPR) 
 
5.8.16 – a group of 15 Republican lawmakers issued a statement that 
they plan to introduce legislation revising the state death penalty law 
that would ‘meet constitutional standards.  (Source: Mail Online)  

 
o Pennsylvania – 6.8.16 – Shonda Walter, the only woman on the State’s 

death row, had her sentence thrown out by a Judge who cited 
inadequate representation at her trial.  (She had been found guilty of 
killing her neighbour).  She has now been sentenced to life without the 
possibility of parole (Source: ABC News) 
 

o Los Angeles – 10.8.16 – Lonnie David Franklin, convicted of the 
murders of a number of sex workers and drug addicts, was sentenced 
to death by legal injection. (Source: Reuters) 

 

 Iran 

o 2.8.16 – Up to 20 prisoners from the Sunni minority were executed at 
Rajaee Shahr prison, following convictions for terrorism.  It is claimed 
their confessions were obtained through torture and they did not 
receive fair trials.  (Source: BBC) 
 

o 2.8.16 - Hassan Afshar, arrested at 17 as a juvenile and convicted of 
rape, was hanged.  (Source:  The Guardian) 
 

 The Maldives – 10.8.16 – UN Rights Chief, Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, has said 

the country’s movement to resuming executions is ‘deeply regrettable’.  He 
has urged them to continue the decades-long moratorium on the death 
penalty, citing fears that 3 men are at ‘imminent risk’ of execution.        
(Source: Al Jazeera). 

 
 
Urgent Actions 
 

 Turkey – An email action was received from AIUK on 27.7.16 calling on 

President Erdogan to respect human rights, to condemn torture (which would 
include the death penalty) and to respect the rule of law.  (Circulated to 
DPLWG 27.7.16)  
 

 Indonesia – Email DP UA’s were received from AI in London and Australia on 

28.7.16 regarding a number of people (up to 14) believed to be at risk of 
execution over the course of the coming weekend (Circulated to DPLWG 
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28.7.16.  Following the execution of 4 prisoners, a further email UA was 
circulated to the Group 29.7.16) 

 

 Kuwait – UA 199/15 – The Court has upheld the death sentence imposed 

previously on Kuwaiti national Hassan Abdulhadi Ali al-Hajiya.  Abdulredha 
Haydar Dahqani had previously been tried and sentenced to death in his 
absence.  Both trials were ‘unfair’ using ‘confessions’ or statements obtained 
through torture, coercion or other ill-treatment.  (Circulated to DPLWG 1.8.16).  

 

 USA – Texas – A petition was received by email from the National Coalition 

Against the Death Penalty for Jeffery Wood, due to be executed on 24.8.16.  
He has been on death row for 19 years but is said to be ‘factually innocent’ of 
the killing of which he was convicted.  He was sentenced on the basis of the 
controversial ‘Law of Parties’ as a co-defendant, even though he did not carry 
out the shooting and was not in the building at the time.  He has learning 
difficulties and his trial was subject to errors and ‘prosecutorial misconduct’.  
Circulated to DPLWG 4.8.16). 

      
Campaigning 
 

 John Glen replied to our letter concerning the reintroduction of the death 
penalty in the Maldives and has assured us that he will ensure that specific 
pressure is brought to bear around the case of Hussain Humaam Ahmed, the 
first death row prisoner to face execution for 60 years.  As of 11.8.16, there is 
no further news of Hussain Humaam Ahmed’s situation. 
 

 World Day Against the Death Penalty – The possibility of including an 

action as part of an Amnesty stall at the NWR Conference Making the World a 
Better Place will be discussed at the September meeting.  The Conference is 
to be held at Sarum College on 8th October.  A follow-up email was sent to 
Farshid Talaghani asking for advance notice of the AI WDADP action, but no 
response has been received. 

 

 Reggie Clemons – Cards from the Group will be sent to Reggie for his 

birthday on 30th August. 
 
 
 
 


