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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL SALISBURY GROUP 

TRIENNIAL REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 2013-2016 

(following my predecessor’s policy, members’ names will not be used to avoid emphasising 

individuals’ contributions above the group.  But you know who you are and thank you.) 

 

 It has been my privilege to serve as your chair for the last three years, a period of 

great importance in the world of human rights, with major conflicts in the Middle East, 

worrying movements towards tighter controls on people’s freedom in the West as well as 

Asia, and depressingly familiar trends on the death penalty, especially in China, Saudi 

Arabia and the US.  All these matters have concerned us at Amnesty, and our group has 

continued to fight for human rights, albeit with rather reduced numbers latterly. 

Magna Carta 

 Over the period under review, the centrepiece was certainly the Magna Carta 

anniversary in the summer of 2015.  As part of the celebrations, we organised a lecture in 

the Cathedral on MC and Human Rights by the eminent former Attorney-General, Dominic 

Grieve QC ,as part of a series of lectures under the Cathedral’s auspices.  The well-attended 

talk was an opportunity to improve our visibility as well as debating important issues.  At the 

same time, we held an exhibition in the Cloisters on the theme of torture, an AI campaign at 

the time, and the Cathedral put on a video display about AI also in the Cloisters.  We are, as 

ever, grateful to them for their assistance in these ventures. 

We followed this up with a panel discussion at the Playhouse, on the significance of the 

Charter today, with Prof Guy Standing of SOAS, author Ben Rawlence and Kate Allen of AI. 

Attendances at all these events were pleasingly high.  Relevant readings from the Magna 

Carta were given by Edward Fox, the eminent actor. 

Tapestry 

A separate project, with the help of other AI groups in the region, was to create a tapestry on 

the theme of human rights, with panels illustrating the different sections of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights.  This was eventually placed at the entrance to the Chapter 

House, prior to going on the road around the region, but the spectacular design can be 

viewed on the website.  We were extremely impressed by the technical and creative skills of 

our colleagues around the south-west. 
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Death penalty and North Korea 

Our two big ongoing areas of interest over the period were the death penalty and North 

Korea.  Despite the absence of a coordinated support from HQ, we continued to campaign in 

support of prisoners under threat of execution.  A summary of the period is attached 

alongside this report, but I would note that the efforts of members in writing to the authorities 

has been a continuing feature. 

On North Korea, a particularly brutal regime, about which it is difficult to establish facts, we 

held two notable events.  A demonstration was held  on the Guildhall steps, where members 

held up cards in the manner of public events in  the DPRK, to read a message against the 

prison camps.  This has been placed on YouTube, and continues to be viewed widely.  We 

also had a visit from a South Korean expat, Bona Shin, who runs a community theatre group 

for North Koreans in Surrey.  This gave a fascinating insight into the lives and difficulties of 

those who escape the reguime.  Thanks are also due to Kenny Latunde-Dada at AI ,who has 

provided help on a number of DPRK matters.  Our latest venture is the production of a 20-

minute video on North Korea, including interviews with Fiona Bruce MP, chair of the All-Party 

Group on North Korea, and Clare Moody MEP.  This will be available imminently. 

Individual cases 

We have done less than usual on individual cases – largely for the excellent reason that our 

prisoners have tended to either escape or be released, but the campaign against torture has 

focused on 5 particular cases, 2 of which have resulted in release. 

We held a group meeting with John Glen MP in 2014 on the subject of the proposed 

changes to Human Rights law in the UK.  There was a “frank exchange of views” between 

us, but we felt that he did shift his position a bit. T he future remains unclear and we are still 

very much concerned about government plans for repealing the HRA, despite the new PM’s 

assertion that she is not planning any changes. 

Regional issues 

At a regional level, we have hosted one of the Regional Conferences, and have opened up 

contacts with some other regional groups, notably in Ringwood and Stroud (who are also 

much involved in North Korea as an issue).  Our thanks are due to Caroline Butler for her 

efforts in encouraging regional actions, though she is now moving on. 

Our regular films at the Arts Centre as part of their autumn programme have been well-

received.  Thanks are due to Samiha Abdeljeber and Rona Keen of AI for their introductory 

pieces.  The occasion is always used to encourage filmgoers to sign cards or petitions for AI 

campaigns, usually as part of the annual Write for Rights campaign.  This has concentrated 

for the last couple of years on Amnesty’s campaign against torture.  

Media 

The progress with the group’s Website, Twitter and Facebook pages are reported 

elsewhere, but the growth in visits is encouraging, with a worldwide interest.  We have 

received occasional coverage in the Salisbury Journal. 
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Citizenship 

After some years of absence, the group was able to return to presenting to the Sixth Form 

Citizenship Day at The Bishop’s and South Wilts Grammar schools.  The opportunity to 

explain the importance of human rights and discuss our work with the students has been 

very valuable, although a spin-off essay competition only appealed to one cohort.  We have 

also followed up by doing a presentation to St Mary’s School at Shaftesbury (who kindly paid 

us!).  We are planning to expand into other schools where possible. 

Evensong 

Other regular events during the period have included the annual Cathedral evensong (with 

AI’s participation in including a non-religious reading).  In 2013 we were able to hear Lt-Col 

(now Rev) Nick Mercer talk about his time as an army lawyer and why he felt obliged to 

resign over human rights issues. 

Also continuing have been coffee mornings at St Thomas’s, and an annual market stall in 

the Square, which have helped to fill the coffers.  The account currently stands in credit at 

around £1000; we have sent the profit from this year’s stall to the Human Rights Education 

campaign in West Africa. 

Membership 

We sadly lost long-time member Ursula Milner-White in March 2014, and some other 

members have been unable to continue for different reasons, while some newer members 

did not stay (some for entirely practical reasons) but we have always managed to carry on 

with a hardcore of activists.  Whether this will change substantially in the next few years is 

questionable, but, regrettably, human rights are as ever under threat everywhere, so the 

need for activists is greater than ever.  My thanks to all those who have soldiered on, and 

produced a remarkable range of activities over these three years; it seems to me that when 

we meet the public we get good feedback, but it is hard to compete against all the other 

good causes in the city.  I am confident that we will be here as long as there is a need for us. 

 

Andrew Hemming 

September 2016 

 

 

 


