
World Day against 

the Death Penalty 

10 
 October is the World Day against the Death            

Penalty and we are highlighting the case  

of Matsumoto Kenji in Japan.  He was      

sentenced to death in September 1993 — 23 years 

ago — for two separate robberies and murders           

between September 1990 and September 1991.  He 

was charged with his brother who committed suicide 

after his arrest.  The court recognised he had a        

dependent relationship with his brother and could not 

stand up to him.  His appeals have been rejected.  He 

could be executed at any time.  

Prison conditions experienced by those under sentence of death in Japan are harsh.        

Prisoners are kept in solitary confinement, prohibited from talking to other prisoners, and  

contact with the outside world is extremely limited.  Exercise is limited to two 30 minute    

sessions a week in summer and three in winter.  Prisoners may not move about their cell but 

must remain seated the whole time.   

Executions themselves are shrouded in secrecy and can happen at any moment with just a 

few hours notice.  Families are usually notified after the event.  

Matsumoto has an intellectual disability, allegedly due to mercury poising, leaving him with an 

IQ of between 60 and 70.  This type of poisoning is common in the area where he lives.  His 

lawyer says he was coerced into signing a confession by the offer of food and police officers 

telling him to ‘be a man’.   

Now, Matsumoto is in a wheel chair and suffers from a delusional disorder as a result of his 

prolonged detention.  He believes he is being searched by radar and microwaves and that he 

has received prize money from the Japanese prime minister.  

The execution of those with mental illness is clearly prohibited by international law.  

Matsumoto Kenji’s mental status is impairing his capacity to understand or communicate with 

his lawyers.  They argue he is not able to understand the legal proceedings and he cannot 

help them with specific legal claims about his case which require his participation, such as 

the validity of the conviction or sentence.   

Since September 2004 several unsuccessful requests for pardon and a retrial have been 

filed.  A request for a retrial was submitted to the High Court in Osaka in July last year.  It is 

being reviewed now.   
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What you can do ... 
 Sign a card 

 You could also write to one or both of the following people: 

The Minister of Justice  asking him not to execute        

Matsumoto Kenji and to introduce a moratorium on executions in 

Japan; to commute Matsumoto’s death sentence in the light of 

his mental disability; to improve the treatment of death row     

inmates, including an end to solitary confinement, and to        

promote a debate on the abolition of the death penalty in Japan.  

Mistsuhide Iwaki, Minister of Justice 

1-1-1 Kasumigaseki 

Chiyoda-ku 

TOKYO 100-8977 

Japan  

 You can also write to the Minister of Health, 

Labour and Welfare to ensure Matsumoto 

Kenji’s heath is regularly assessed and his 

provided with any necessary treatment.  The 

address is : 

Yasuhida Shiozadi,  Minister of Health,       

Labour and Welfare  

1-2-2 Kasumigaseki 

Chiyoda-ku 

TOKYO 100-8916 

Please copy your correspondence to the of 

Japan Ambassador in the United  Kingdom 

His Excellency Mr Keiichi Hayashi 

Embassy of Japan 

101—104 Piccadilly 

W1J 7JT 

LONDON  

S alisbury has an active Amnesty Group: in addition to the death penalty, we cam-

paign on various human rights issues, including prisoners of conscience, North    

Korea and refugees.   

Details of our activities and how to join us can be found on our Website 

www.salisburyai.com, on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/salisburyai, and on 

Twitter @salisburyai.  It is free to join the local group. 


