
1 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

Amnesty International Salisbury Group 
 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting on Thursday 13th October 2017 
 7.30 pm at 4 Victoria Road. 

 

 

1 Chairman’s Welcome 
Present:       Tony, Eddie, Andrew, Fiona, Peter, Lesley 
Apologies:    Michael P, Michael S 

AH 

2 Minutes of previous meeting – These were agreed  

3 Treasurer’s Report – None was received. MP 

4 Campaign Reports 
 

Death Penalty 
 
Please see the Salisbury Group Website Death penalty report for the full 
international update, covering Indonesia, Cyprus, China, the USA, the UK, 
Sierra Leone, Sudan, Japan, the Philippines, Zimbabwe, Pakistan, Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and the 2016 World Day Against the Death Penalty 
Of particular note: 
 

 A report by the The Pew Research Centre shows that support in 
the USA for the death penalty is at its lowest ever, standing        
currently at 49%. 
 

 Three States in the USA are to vote in November regarding the 
death penalty: 

 
o California – to repeal the death penalty, or to retain it and 

speed up the process 
o Nebraska – to reinstate the death penalty 
o Oklahoma – to make it more difficult to abolish the death 

penalty 
 

 An Indonesian Criminal Law Expert, a former HR Commissioner 
and the Executive Director of ICJR have expressed serious        
reservations regarding the current implementation of the death   
penalty for drug-related offences in Indonesia  
 

 

 

LC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wp.me/p4jvwE-WB
http://pewrsr.ch/2dazy7v
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 China – believed to execute the greatest number of prisoners, have 
claimed their use of the death penalty is restricted to a ‘very small 
number of extremely serious criminal offenders’. 

 

 The Japanese Federation of Bar Associations and other legal    
professionals are set to declare their legal opposition to capital        
punishment, citing concerns over miscarriages of justice. 

 

 The United Nations has called on Saudi Arabia to repeal laws 
allowing stoning, amputations, flogging and executions of 
children. 

 

 On World Day Against the Death Penalty, the EU and the Council 
of Europe reaffirmed their strong and unequivocal opposition to 
capital punishment in all circumstances and for all cases; the UN 
Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon stated that death sentences for 
terrorism are often imposed after unfair trials; the Head of the EU 
Delegation to Belarus urged Minsk to introduce a moratorium on 
capital punishment; and the Head of the Delegation of the EU 
called on Lebanon to abolish the death penalty. 

 
 
Urgent Actions 
  

 Pakistan – UA 222/16 – Despite a diagnosis of paranoid          

schizophrenia, Imdad Ali, has lost his appeal to the Supreme Court.  
His lawyers have now submitted a petition for mercy to the         
President, who has the direct authority to commute his death      
sentence.  (Circulated to DPLWG – 4.10.16) 
 

 Japan – an email action was received on World Day from AI in   

Australia for 13 death row prisoners, members of the Aum        
Shinrikya cult, convicted of involvement in the 1995 gas attack on 
the Tokyo subway.  (Circulated -10.10.16) 

 

 Iran – UA 227/16 – Zeinab Sekaanvand Lokran, an Iranian Kurdish 

woman, aged 22, is at imminent risk of execution following an     
unfair trial, at which she was convicted of the murder of her       
husband.  Married at 15, she says she was abused by her husband 
and tortured into confessing his murder.  She was under 18 at the 
time of the alleged crime.  Subsequently marrying a prisoner, she        
became pregnant but lost the baby.  She has received no medical 
or psycho-social support.  (Circulated to DPLWG 11.10.16 - this 
month’s Group DP Urgent Action)                                               
Note:  Email and text versions of this UA were received on 
12.10.16. 
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Campaigning 
 

 Word Day Against the Death Penalty – 50 cards for Matsumoto 
Kenji were signed at the Conference held by the Salisbury Group of 
NWR on 8th October.  Although a street signing might have resulted 
in a greater number of cards, the response of the delegates was 
both informed and positive, with significant numbers taking           
additional information about Amnesty and the Group away with 
them.  The majority were unaware that Japan continued to use the 
death penalty. 
 

 Reggie Clemons – The Group have now learned that Reggie is to 

face two trials next year – one a re-trial for the murders of the two 
sisters in 1991, and a trial in which he faces new charges of rape 
and robbery.  Jury selection for the murder trial is set for              
23rd February, 2017, with opening arguments expected on           
27th February.  The prosecuting attorney will be seeking the death 
penalty.  The second trial is set for 20th March. (Note:  Under      
Missouri law in effect at the time of the alleged crime, a first-degree 
murder charge must be tried separately.) 

 

Reggie asked to be moved from the Potosi Correctional Center to 
the St Louis City Jail, and is expected to remain there until and for 
the duration of his trials. 
 

 
North Korea                                                                                               
 
TM had contacted Kenny Latunde-Dada (pictured) about the possibility of 

asking Jihyen Park, now living 
in Manchester, to come to 
speak in Salisbury.  He had 
been told she had arranged to 
give talks to two Groups this 
month, but later might be pos-
sible.  He learned also that she 
liked ‘NK – The Other Inter-
view’ to be screened alongside 
her talk.  The possibility of   
combining her session on NK 
with the Refugee Campaign 

was discussed, and of organising the event in partnership with the Cathe-
dral.  TM will email Jihyen Park to express the Group’s interest for next 
year. 
 
EB raised the possibility of the Group working on the ‘Don’t Send Them 
Back’ campaign by writing a monthly letter to the authorities in China.  TM 
will research this further, and identify to whom such letters should be  
addressed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PC 
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A meeting had been held on 21st September to view and discuss how best 
to progress the video.  It was agreed that three short videos should be 
produced.  PC had attended a presentation by the Film Studies             
Department at an Open Evening at Salisbury College, but found he would 
need to look elsewhere for technical support in assembling the finished 
versions.  FD has received a possible offer of help and will now follow this 
up. 
 
Refugees 
 

AH, PC and LC attended the Refugees March in London on 17th 
September and estimated 20,000+ people were present.  The 

march commenced in Pall 
Mall and finished at Parlia-
ment Square (picture) with 
speakers including Vanessa 
Redgrave and Jeremy Hardy 
as well as young refugees.  It 
was a very positive and en-
couraging experience. 
 
 

 Factsheets for the campaign were produced and used at the NWR 
Conference 

 

 It was agreed that the outcome of the International Summit held in 
New York on 19th September had been disappointing as no firm 
commitments to action had been made. 

 

 A campaign planning meeting is to be held at 2.00 pm on           
18th October. 

 

 The film ‘Fire At Sea’ is to be shown at the Arts Centre on            
3rd February 2017.  Flyers will need to be produced as details will 
not be appearing in the brochure.  The event will be free with a    
retiring collection.  60 tickets will be available – 30 for the Arts Cen-
tre and 30 for the Group.   The wider membership will be emailed 
with details of the event.  FH will bring details to the November 
meeting, with a view to distributing tickets by the end of December.   
The Arts Centre will be asked to provide the Bar and a Barman.  A 
press release will need to be prepared for the Journal.  A petition or 
cards will also need to be organised. 

  

 
AH 

5 Social Media Report 
 
Web and other media statistics, September 2016  
A better month with more interest all round.  Facebook and Twitter con-
tinue to make progress. 
 

PC 
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Web site 
Slight improvement in activity.  The figures are:  

Dec Jan  Feb Mar April  May June  July Aug Sept 

288 244 205 314 286 152 171 184 167 211 

 
Views 
All time: 6,242   

 
Country views, top 6  

USA 99 

UK 49 

France 12 

Germany  10 

Australia  5 

Italy  4 

 
China crops up in this month’s statistics. 
Top posts  

1. Refugee march in London  

2. September minutes 

3. Death penalty report 

4. UK blocks war crimes inquiry 

Followers: a further increase this month and we now have 146. 

Twitter 

Impressions: 

Dec  Jan Feb  Mar  April  May June  July  Aug Sept  

2680 5161 3732 4462 1727 3431 4510 2111 1784 3050 

 

Top tweets: 

1. Plain English and why it is important for human rights (retweet)  
2. UK blocks war crimes enquiry in the Yemen - 213 
3. Refugee march in London - 137 

We now have 93 followers, an increase of 5, and 165 following, an in-
crease of 14. 

Facebook 
After last month’s sudden increase in Facebook rise in activity, this month 
has been quieter but no less encouraging.  It emphasises that followers 
clicking on ‘like’ or spreading the word can make an enormous difference.  
The other surprising fact is that nearly all the followers are in the Salisbury 
area with only a few from further afield. 

The most viewed post for September was the refugee march in London.  
Our ‘reach’ has increased significantly by 633% and engagements by 52% 
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Tumblr  

We have 5 followers on Tumblr  

North Korea 

The demonstration outside the Guildhall still bears fruit.  On Flickr, the still 
image has had 2,831 views and the video, 545 – both good increases.  On 
YouTube it has 1,311 views giving a viewing total of 4,687.   

www.flickr.com   www.YouTube.com  

 

Group actions 
There was one group action during this period on the problems of hate 
crime 
Web site:  www.salisburyai.com   

Twitter:   www.twitter.com/salisburyai   

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/salisburyai   

 

If you can manage to go onto any or all of these sites it will help.  
Contributions to the Web site or Facebook are welcome.  You can 
engage with the Facebook page if you wish.  You can also retweet on 
Twitter. 
 

6 Human Rights Act 

 We await developments following the forthcoming Queen’s Speech 
in Parliament 
 

 Copies of the little HRA booklet were popular at the recent NWR 
Conference. 
 

 

7 Citizenship Day 

 This will take place on 21st October.  JP has amended the slides. 
 

 There have still been no responses from UTC, WC, St Mary’s or 
the 6th Form College.  AH and FD will follow them up.  AH will also 
contact Sarum Academy with a view to offering a session for 6th      
Formers. 

 

 
AH 
FD 
EB 
JP 

8 Cathedral 

 The Amnesty Evensong Service will take place on 21st November.  
The WH Auden ‘Refugee Blues’ will be the non-religious reading, 
with verses 7 and 8 omitted.  EB will do the reading 

 The Cathedral will be organising the speaker – possibly John   
Proctor 

 AH will contact JP to ensure plans are in hand for the candles.  
 

AH 
EB 
JP 

http://www.flickr.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.salisburyai.com/
http://www.twitter.com/salisburyai
http://www.facebook.com/salisburyai
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9 Monthly Action 

 Refugees – materials will be taken to the Citizenship Day at 
Bishop’s 

 Write for Rights – Barbara Hickman has approached the Group  
regarding the possibility of working with the Methodist Church in a 
week-long promotion of the materials in the corridor alongside the 
coffee lounge.  AH will follow this up.  It was agreed the Group 
would also man a card-signing stall in the Library passage in the 
run-up to Christmas 

FD 
AH 

10 Arts Centre Film 
 
The film Mustang has been confirmed for the Amnesty event on 15th    
December.  Professor Lucy Mazdon has been confirmed as the speaker.  
Her expenses and a £25.00 fee were agreed by the Group. 
 

FD 

 

11 Forthcoming Events 

 Citizenship Day – 21st October 

 Evensong – 21st November 

 Arts Centre Film – 15th December 

 Write for Rights Card Signings – TBC 

 Carol Singing 

 ‘Fire at Sea’ – 3rd February 2017 

 Magna Carta Event – 15th June 2017 
 

 

12 AOB 

 AI have published a report ‘Cuts That Hurt’ on the effect of cuts in 
legal aid on the poorest and most disadvantaged in UK society.  
(See our Twitter site for a link @salisbury) 
 

 Maryam Namazi (pictured) fea-
tured in the programme Exposure –   
Islam’s Non-Believers on ITV at 10.40 
pm on Thursday 13th October – availa-
ble on Catch-Up. 

 

 Amnesty Southampton’s Human 
Rights Lecture will now take place on 

13th January, not 10th December.  Details to follow. 
 

 

http://wp.me/p4jvwE-WF
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 Next Meeting:  Thursday 10th November 
                           Time: 7.30 pm 
                           Venue: 4 Victoria Road 
 
 
Group website; www.salisburyai.com 
AIUK website:  www.amnesty.org.uk 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/salisburyai 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/salisburyai  
Campaign box and banner: P&L 

 

  All pictures Salisbury group ©2015 Salisbury Amnesty ©2016 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/salisburyai
http://www.facebook.com/salisburyai

