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MID JANUARY – FEBRUARY 17 DEATH PENALTY REPORT 

 
Reprieve has published its report on Global Executions in 2016.  Countries with 
close links to the UK and EU continued to occupy the ranks of the world’s most 
prolific executioners - Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and Iran – with China continuing to 
keep its numbers secret.  Torture and the sentencing to death of protesters and 
juveniles continued.  Other countries of concern included Bahrain, Kuwait and Egypt. 
 
Maya Foya said, ‘It is alarming that countries with close links to the UK and EU 
continued to occupy the ranks of the world’s most prolific executioners in 2016.  
From Saudi Arabia, Iran and China, to Pakistan, Egypt and Bahrain, we have found 
children on death row, innocent people hanged, drugs offences dealt with as capital 
crimes, and torture used to extract false confessions.  Countries that oppose 
executions must do more in 2017 to ensure that their overseas security assistance 
does not contribute to others states’ use of the death penalty.  (Source: Reprieve). 

 
International Update:  13 Jan 17 – 9 Feb 17 
British date format: day/month/year 

 

 USA 
o Texas –  

 11.1.17 – The execution took place of Christopher Wilkins, 
convicted of a double murder in 2008.  The drug phenobarbital 
was used.  His case had attracted some controversy as his 
attorneys had called for a halt to the execution and review of his 
case as, while working on his behalf, his previous attorney was 
also working for the office of those prosecuting his case.  Texas 
has now executed 539 prisoners since 1976, when a federal ban 
on executions was lifted. (Source: RT). 
 

 27.1.17 – The execution took place of Terry Edwards, the first 
prisoner to be executed under Donald Trump’s presidency.  
(Source: The Mirror). 

 
 5.2.17 – The death sentence imposed on Jeff Wood has 

prompted some legislators to question the State’s ‘Law of 
parties’ which results in all those found ‘responsible’ for a crime 
resulting in death being judged as equally responsible even if 
they did not directly commit the murder.  A trial court is currently 
considering Wood’s case.  (Source: Crux). 

 
o Nebraska – 15.1.17 – Two prisoners on Death Row are currently 

challenging their death sentences, which were imposed by a Judge 
rather than a Jury.  Their attorneys argue they have a right to have 
jurors rather than judges decide their sentences.  The actions follow 
the ruling of the US Supreme Court which struck down Florida’s death 
penalty process, saying it gave too much power to judges.  (Source: 
Daily Mail) 

 

http://www.reprieve.org.uk/update/global-executions-2016/
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o Washington State – 16.1.17 – Governor Jay Inslee and Attorney 
General Bob Ferguson announced a proposal to abolish the death 
penalty in the State.  A moratorium was imposed in 2014 but 
subsequent repeal bills have stalled in the Legislature.  It is hoped that 
the official request from the Attorney General’s office will help to 
‘elevate the conversation among law-makers’.  (Note: Last month 
Inslee invoked the moratorium as he reprieved Clark Elmore, who had 
exhausted his appeals). (Source: The Washington Times). 

 
o Georgia – 17.1.17 – A group of Georgia conservatives are to call at a 

press conference on 19th January for the State to re-examine the death 
penalty but – at this stage – they are not calling for the abolition of state 
sanctioned executions.  They cite the number of wrongful convictions 
and the expense in comparison with life without parole.  Note: Georgia 
executed more prisoners in 2016 than any other State, although it is 
more than two years since a death sentence was imposed.   (Source: 
Atlanta Journal Constitution) 

 
o Florida –  

 
 19.1.17 – The status regarding the legality of death sentences 

applied to pending cases remains unclear.  Santa Rosa Circuit 
Judge has issued an order prohibiting the Sate from seeking a 
death sentence in the trial of Derrick Ray Thompson, which 
begins on 27th February.  This, however, conflicts with a 
previous order issued by Judge Scott Duncan in the case of 
Maurice Newkirk Junior, ruling the State could seek a death 
sentence provided the procedure complied with prior case law 
 

 23.1.17 – Pensacola Opera will be performing a show based on 
‘Dead Man Walking’ on 17th and 19th March.  This tells the story 
of the nun who became a spiritual adviser to a prisoner on death 
row I Louisiana, and will take place at the time the Florida law-
makers are expected to come to a conclusion and outline a clear 
framework on how the death penalty process should be 
handled.  (Source: Pensacola News Journal). 

 
o Utah – 24.1.17 – Representative Paul Ray is sponsoring two bills in 

connection with the death penalty.  The first is to make the killing of a 
police officer or member of the military a mandatory capital offence; the 
second to make human traffickers eligible for the death penalty.  Both 
bills will face resistance.   House Minority Leader, Brian King, wants to 
see the death penalty abolished, citing the executions of innocent 
people and racial and financial disparities.  (Source: Good4Utah.com) 

 
o Alabama – 23.1.17 – The US Supreme Court refused to consider a 

challenge to the State’s death penalty system. Alabama is the only 
State that allows judges to overrule juries and impose death sentences, 
and this decision comes a year after the justices struck down a similar 
practice in Florida.  A study by an Equal Justice Initiative has found that 
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approximately 21% of the 199 people on Alabama’s death row were 
sentenced through judicial overrides.  (Source: Jurist.org) 

 
o Ohio – 26.1.16 – Magistrate Judge Michael Merz barred the use of the 

three-drug cocktail the State planned to use to execute death row 
prisoners, declaring this method to be unconstitutional.  He also halted 
the executions of three prisoners, due to be executed in the coming 
months – Ronald Phillips, Gary Otte and Raymond Tibbetts.  (Source: 
Cleveland.com) 

 
o Montana – 6.2.16 – Montana are looking again at whether to abolish 

the death penalty following a judge’s blocking of State executions as it 
has no access to a drug used in lethal injections.  Bills to abolish the 
death penalty have been introduced, but failed, in every legislative 
session since 1999.  The closest result was that of two years ago, 
when the House voted 50-50.  Should the bill pass this year, Montana 
would become the sixth state since 2010 to overturn or instigate a 
moratorium of executions. There are currently two prisoners on death 
row, whose challenges led to the blocking of executions until an 
adequate drug can be found. (Source: Associated Press). 

 
o USA – In his final days in office, President Obama brought the number 

of federal prison sentences he has commuted to 1,715, the greatest 
number of acts of such clemency by a President in modern history.  
Such acts of clemency included Chelsea Manning and the 
commutation to life imprisonment of two prisoners on death row.  
Regret has, however, been expressed that he did not grant such 
clemency to all 62 prisoners on federal death row – a missed chance to 
end capital punishment in the USA.  (Source: The Times Editorial 
Board – Los Angeles Times) 
 

 Pakistan – 12.1.17 – The Lahore High Court has stayed the execution of 
former police officer, Khizar Hayat, who was due to be executed next week.  
Mr Hayat, found guilty of killing a fellow police officer, has schizophrenia, and 
the Court has requested a new report on his health by 30th January.  (Note: 
The Supreme Court stayed the execution of Imdad Ali last year, and 
appointed a board to evaluate his mental fitness to be executed.  It is not clear 
when a decision will be made.  (Source: BBC) 
 

 Bahrain – 15.1.17 – Three Shia prisoners, convicted of the deaths of three 
police officers in a 2014 bomb attack, were executed.  The death sentences 
were the first to be carried out since 2010.  It is claimed that the men’s 
confessions were extracted under torture.  Over the past 4 years, the UK has 
spent millions training Bahraini police and helping the independent police 
ombudsman.  Here in the UK, serious concerns have been expressed 
regarding a secret visit of Bahrain’s prison torture inspection panel to the 
Yarl’s Wood immigration detention centre for women.  Maya Foa of Reprieve 
has said, ‘It would be shameful if the UK continued to support Bahrain’s 
security apparatus and interior ministry in the face of such terrible abuses.  
(Source: The Guardian) 
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 Philippines –  
 

o 16.1.17 – The move to reimpose capital punishment has coincided with 
a bill seeking to lower the minimum age of criminal responsibility from 
15 to 9 years of age.  Questions have been raised as to whether 
children as young as 9 caught carrying drugs could be executed under 
any new law.  (Source: Inquirer.Net) 
 

o 25.1.16 -  Opposition law makers have claimed that they are being 
prevented from speaking out in the debate on the death penalty bill in a 
bid to railroad the passage of the re-imposition of capital punishment.  
(Source: Inquirer.net). 

 

 China – 25.1.17 – After more than 13 years since Huang Zhiqiang, Fang 
Chunping, Cheng Fagen and Cheng Lihe were sentenced to death, the 
Jiangxi Provincial Higher People’s Court has announced a not-guilty verdict.  
All 4 men were immediately released after a closed-door re-trial on 30th 
November 2016.  Originally sentenced to death in 2003, following an appeal 
and re-trial in 2006, their sentences were commuted to death with a ‘two-year 
reprieve’, which usually leads to a prison term for good behaviour.  In 2006 
the men sought a further re-trial, claiming they had confessed under torture 
and coercion.  Agreement to a re-trial was finally granted in July 2015.  At the 
re-trial in November 2016, the Court found contradictions in the evidence and 
ruled the authenticity and legality of the men’s confessions to be uncertain.  
(Source: Amnesty International UK – UA Update) 
 

 Kuwait – 25.1.17 – The executions took place of seven prisoners, including a 
member of the ruling royal family and nationals from the Philippines, Egypt, 
Ethiopia and Bangladesh.  They had been convicted of capital offences, 
including murder, attempted murder, kidnapping and rape.  Jakatia Pawa, a 
Filipina, had been convicted of killing her employer’s daughter, but protested 
her innocence to the end. These were the first executions to take place since 
2013.  (Source: Inquirer.net) 

 

 Nigeria – 1.2.17 – Lagos State Governor Akinwunmi Abode has signed a law 
authorising the death penalty for anyone convicted in a kidnapping where the 
victim dies.  There are more than 1,000 prisoners on death row in Nigeria.  
Seven years ago, a moratorium was signed to stop executions, but this was 
breached in Edo /state, where three men convicted of armed robbery were 
hanged in December and four convicted criminals were hanged in 2013.  
(Source: Mail Online)    

 

 Iran – 4.1.17 – Ahmadreza Djalali, an Iranian national and Professor of 
Disaster Medicine at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), who was arrested in 
April 2016 while visiting his family, and accused of spying, has been 
sentenced to death.  According to VUB, he is due to be executed in two 
weeks.  VUB say he did not have a trial, nor had he had access to a lawyer.  
(Source:  The Independent).    (See Urgent Actions below) 
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Urgent Actions 
 

 Singapore – UA 12/17 – Prabagaran Srivijayan, a Malaysian national 
convicted and sentenced to the mandatory death penalty in 2012, is at risk of 
imminent execution.  Found guilty of drug smuggling, he has consistently 
maintained his innocence and fair trial concerns have been raised by his 
lawyer.  (Circulated to DPLWG 13.1.17). 
 

 Belarus – UA 17/17 – Mr Kiryl Kazachok, convicted of killing his two children, 
has been sentenced to death.  His was the fourth death sentence to be issued 
in Belarus in 2016.  (Circulated to DPLWG 16.1.17).  This month’s Group 
Urgent Action. 

 

 Iran – UA 296/15 – Update - Hamid Ahmadi has now been transferred to 
solitary confinement in Lakan Prison in Northern Iran, in preparation for his 
execution on 4th February, later postponed to 11th February.  He was aged 17 
when arrested for a fatal stabbing during a fight between him and 4 others in 
2008.  (Circulated to DPLWG 31.1.17).  The Group also took part in the 
Twitter Action on 3.2.17). 

 

 Iran – UA 38/17 – AI have advised that the Iranian academic, Dr Ahmadreza 
Djalali, a resident of Sweden detained in Iran since April 2016 on a charge of 
espionage, and on hunger strike since December 2016, has been threatened 
with the death penalty.  (Note: earlier reports indicated he had actually been 
sentenced to death).  (Circulated to DPLWG 8.2.17). 

 
 
Campaigning 
 

 The IAR Survey on Urgent Actions has been completed with a request made 
for more evidence of AIUK’s continued commitment to campaigning for the 
abolition of the death penalty world-wide as a priority. 
 

 The first of the re-trials of Reggie Clemons, originally scheduled to begin on 
23rd February, will not now do so until August (date TBC).  Reggie’s public 
defender, Charles Moreland, argued that he needed more time because of the 
complexity of defending death penalty cases, the need for travel time and the 
heavy caseload of his office.  He said the length of time since the crime was 
an additional factor and Reggie needed more time to consult with his pro bono 
legal help from a private law firm. 

 
Note:  The Special Master who overturned Reggie’s conviction found that he 
had not proved his innocence, but the prosecutors had wrongly suppressed 
evidence and detectives had beaten him into confessing to the crimes. 
 
LC has contacted Farshid Talaghani to express the hope that AI will take 
Reggie’s case up again once his re-trials commence. 

 

 AIUK have made available nine short videos on the death penalty.  They are 
aimed at teachers, educators, facilitators or anyone wishes to learn more 

https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.amnesty.org.uk/blogs/classroom-community/education-videos-help-talk-about-death-penalty&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTE0MzczMTI0Mjk5ODkzNjEzOTcyHGE4Y2YwNWU1MmRjZjg3MTk6Y28udWs6ZW46R0I&usg=AFQjCNHvVd8zOGmK
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about human rights.  They are freely available but the content of some may be 
unsuitable for certain audiences and we are advised to watch each clip in full 
to check its suitability before using it in an educational setting. 

 
The Nine videos are: 
 

1. Amnesty International: Death to the Death Penalty – replicating scenes of 
execution using wax figures that melt and leave the Amnesty candle 
unscathed. 
 

2. AJ+: What if the Death Penalty Disappeared in America? – the practical 
implications of the abolition of capital punishment - the economic benefits, the 
lack of evidence of deterrence, the disproportionate application to ethnic 
minorities and the sentencing to death of the innocent. 

 
3. Amnesty International: Death Penalty Facts and Statistics for 2015. 

 
4. Vice News – Should There Be a Death Penalty? – views, both for and against, 

from a range of people around the world.  
 

5. Amnesty International – One Last Chance – an animation showing several 
meal choices for inmates on death row in an effort to highlight the theatrical 
nature of the death penalty in the US. 

 
6. Human Rights Watch – Executing Juvenile Offenders in Yemen - Yemen is 

one of the few states that executes juvenile offenders, many of whom admit to 
alleged crimes after torture. 

 
7. National Geographic: Inside Death Row – a series looking at death row from 

the perspective of former execution wardens.  (Note: these videos are only 
available On Demand via a participating TV subscription provider.) 

 
8. Amnesty International: Behnoud’s Story – an animation telling the story of a 

lawyer in Iran who tries to save the life of a young man on death row.  
 

9. One for Ten – 10 short films about former death row prisoners, representing 
the 1 in 10 prisoners found to be innocent of the crimes for which they are due 
to be executed. 

 
 
09 February 2017 

 


