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Why help refugees?
People fleeing from war or persecution should be allowed to seek safety outside their own
country. After World War 2, the United Nations recognised this principle as a basic human
right. But it has been part of British values and traditions for much longer. Protestants from
France in 1680s; Jews from the Russian empire in 1890s, Belgians fleeing the First World
War — these and others found refuge in Britain, rebuilt their lives and contributed to our
society.

Why do people flee their countries?
The key causes include armed conflicts in countries such as Syria, Iraq
and Afghanistan; wholesale abuse of human rights, as in Eritrea; and
persecution of minorities, such as the Rohingya in Burma.

A global crisis


65 million people have
been displaced



1. Syria 6 million internally displaced and 5 million overseas —
homes bombarded and towns under siege in 7 years of war.
Perceived opponents of the government are imprisoned and often
tortured.

40.8 million are internally
displaced in their own
countries



25.4 million have sought
refuge elsewhere

2. Afghanistan 2.5 million registered refugees



About half the world’s
refugees are under 18

The largest refugee movements are from relatively few countries. Three
examples:

3.

Somalia Over 800,000 refugees—armed conflict continues, with all
sides targeting civilians. Figures: UNHCR

Source: UNHCR

Who is responsible for
helping refugees?
A UN body, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) is responsible for
coordinating the international
community’s response.
But it relies on governments to
provide the resources and
resettlement places. Governments
are also responsible for the fair
processing of asylum applications.

www.salisburyai.com
Twitter: @salisburyai
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Facebook: salisburyai

How has the international community responded to the
current crisis?
The response so far has been completely inadequate:


The world’s poorest countries are doing much more than their fair share: 85%
of refugees are hosted by low-income and middle-income nations



Some of the world’s wealthiest countries, notably in Europe, have put up legal
and physical obstacles to keep refugees out. By making it impossible to cross
borders safely and legally, they encourage refugees to risk their lives



More than 1 million refugees
urgently need resettlement to keep
them safe or to enable them to
rebuild their lives. But governments
are offering just over 100,000
resettlement places a year.



Governments are failing to fund the
UNHCR adequately, leaving it
unable to provide for the people in
its care.

What has the UK done?
The UK has only a modest record of helping
refugees and asylum seekers. In the 12
months up to September 2108, the UK received 28,000 applications, a rise of 4% on the
previous year.
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What needs to be done?
Governments should agree to:

85% of refugees live in developing countries
not in wealthy western states. There are
121,000 refugees in the UK and there are
40,000 cases pending.



Fair distribution of responsibility for hosting
and helping refugees, including resettlement for
those that need it



Safe and legal routes

Refugees have no right to work and receive
£37.75 per person per week to live on. They
cannot chose where to live and often have to
live in accommodation rejected by British nationals. Theresa May as home secretary, created the ’hostile environment policy for immigrants



Adequate funding for UN humanitarian appeals.

5,994 have been resettled in the UK including
663 under the Vulnerable Children Resettlement Scheme.
Wiltshire
In Wiltshire, 75 people have been resettled according to WC (June 2107, revised June 2108).
The council has also pledged to support the
resettlement of 10 children per year for 10
years as part of #OurTurn.

The Salisbury Amnesty group
We have an active group in the city and new
members are always welcome. Details of where
we meet, campaigns and events are posted on
our Website, Twitter and on Facebook.
It is free to join locally.
www.salisburyai.com
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