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H uman rights in the UK are under threat from four 

pieces of legislation currently before parliament.  

There is also a ‘review’ of the Human Rights Act              

underway which may attempt to weaken this legislation.  

 

1 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts bill 

The bill proposes: 

 Undermining the right to protest 

 Giving the police and government ministers the power to ban or 

limit peaceful demonstrations  

 Extending police powers already used disproportionately against 

Black people 

 Criminalising the way of life of Gypsies, Roma and Travellers. 

2 
Judicial Review and Courts bill 

The bill proposes: 

 Undermining government accountability 

 Restricting what remedies courts can give people 

 Could allow public authorities to get away with unlawful 

activity 

 Excluding people seeking asylum or facing deportation 

from fundamental safeguards 

3 
Nationality and Borders bill 

The bill proposes: 

 Undermining the right to asylum 

 Violating the International Refugee Convention 

 Criminalising people trying to reach a place of safety 

 

4 
Elections bill (England) 

 Reduces the power of the Electoral Commission 

 Increases political power over the Commission  

 Voter ID will deter many from being able to vote 

 Giving the vote to long-term ex-pats favours the             

Conservative party  

Individually, the bills 

represent a threat to  

human rights in England 

and Wales.  Together, 

they are extremely   

dangerous  



I n addition to the bills before parliament, a review of the Human Rights Act is currently underway.  The act 

enshrines many rights we take for granted: the right to a fair trial; freedom from torture or degrading  

treatment; freedom of expression and of assembly; freedom of religion and religious belief and a right to a 

family life, are just some of the rights we have protected by the Act.     

The act has been used to enable elderly people live together in care homes, provided protection to women 

suffering domestic abuse, made it safer for people to be gay and stopped the Police keeping DNA records of 

innocent people indefinitely.   

Independent Human Rights Act Review 

The 2019 Conservative Manifesto said ‘We will update the HRA to ensure a proper balance 

between the rights of individuals, our vital national security and effective government (p48)’. 

Reforms may: 

 Undermine the protection of human rights legislation 

 Weaken the ability of people to challenge decisions made by public authorities 

 End human rights protections for troops serving overseas 

 Leave laws that abuse rights unchanged.  

The Salisbury Amnesty group 

The Salisbury group is well established and meets once a month.  

We have a website www.salisburyai.com and a Facebook page. 

We welcome new members and it is free to join the local group.  

www.salisburyai.com 

Produced for the People in the Park event on Saturday 18 September 

2021.  Information correct at time of printing. 

Over 220 organisations have formed a coalition to defend the Human Rights Act and Judicial Review.  

They include:  

Greenpeace;  Humanists;  Friends of the Earth;  Compassion in World Farming;  Refugee Action;       

Freedom from Torture;  Fawcett Society;  Terrence Higgins Trust;  Women’s Aid;  Stonewall;   Disability 

Rights UK;  Save the Children;  Catholic Agency for Overseas Development;  The Jewish Council for    

Racial Equality;  Quakers;  Prison Reform Trust;  Amnesty International;  Baring Foundation;               

Samaritans;  Index on Censorship;  British Institute for Human Rights and many more ... 

If you are concerned about the effects of the bills and possible changes to 

the HRA, please contact your local MP.  For Salisbury, Mr John Glen and 

for Devizes, Mr Danny Kruger.   
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