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Why help refugees? 

People fleeing from war or persecution should be allowed to seek safety outside their own 

country.  After World War 2, the United Nations recognised this principle as a basic  human 

right.  But it has been part of British values and traditions for much longer.  Protestants from 

France in 1680s; Jews from the Russian empire in 1890s, Belgians fleeing the First World 

War — these and others found refuge in Britain, rebuilt their lives and contributed to our      

society.  In recent years however, attitudes have hardened against those seeking asylum in 

the UK. 

A global crisis 

 100 million people have 

been displaced 

 40.8 million are internally   

displaced in their own 

countries 

 Developing countries host 

85% of the world’s         

refugees. 

Why do people flee their countries? 

Syria—picture: creative commons licence 

Source: UNHCR 

Who is responsible for 

helping refugees? 

A UN body, the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) is responsible for          

coordinating the international      

community’s response.   

But it relies on governments to     

provide the resources and            

resettlement places.               

Governments are also responsi-

ble for the fair processing of    

asylum applications. 

www.salisburyai.com 

Twitter: @salisburyai 

Facebook: salisburyai 

People flee their countries because of persecution, conflict, violence or 

human rights violations. These statistics from before the war in Ukraine. 

Five countries account for two thirds of all those displaced: 

 Syria as a result  of war 

 Venezuela as a result of economic chaos 

 Afghanistan following years of war and the arrival of the Taliban 

 South Sudan because of civil war 

 Myanmar and the leadership’s persecution of minorities such as the 

Rohingya.  

People crossing the Channel in small boats and inflatables have 

generated an enormous political storm in the UK 
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How has the international community responded to the 

current crisis? 

The response so far has been completely inadequate: 

 The world’s poorest countries are doing much more than their fair share: 85% 

of refugees are hosted by low-income and middle-income nations 

 Some of the world’s wealthiest countries, notably in Europe, have put up legal 

and physical obstacles to keep refugees out.  By making it impossible to cross 

borders safely and legally, they encourage refugees to risk their lives in boats. 

 More than 1 million refugees      

urgently need resettlement to keep 

them safe or to enable them to   

rebuild their lives.  But governments 

are offering just over 100,000     

resettlement places a year.   

 Governments are failing to fund the 

UNHCR adequately, leaving it    

unable to provide for the people in 

its care.  

Picture: openborders.info 

What has the UK done? 

W e now we have the detail of the new legislation 
proposed by the Prime Minister and the Home Secretary 
designed to deal with the small boats issue “once and 
for all”, and we can also review some of the latest fig-
ures on immigration to emerge (March 2023) 

As expected, the main thrust of the new Illegal (sic)   
Migration Bill is to state that migrants arriving by small 
boats will be detained and deported to their home  
country (though there appear to be no return         
agreements in place), or, if not safe, to a third country 
e.g. Rwanda, to be processed.   There will also be a cap 
on the numbers to be taken in by “safe and legal” 
routes. Those removed after processing will not be    
allowed to  re-enter, resettle, or seek British citizenship 
at any future date. 
 

Wiltshire 
 
The county has welcomed 158 refugees since 2014.  This 
was part of its contribution to the Vulnerable Persons 
Resettlement Scheme.  
  
This was replaced in February 2021 by the UK             
Resettlement Scheme and so far there are 14 refugees in 
the county as part of that.  (this predates the Ukraine 
conflict). 
 
There are 20,000 across the country.  
 
Source: Wiltshire Times March 2022 
 

What needs to be done? 

Governments should agree to: 

 Fair distribution of responsibility for hosting 

and helping refugees, including resettlement for 

those that need it 

 Provide Safe and legal routes 

 Adequate funding for UN humanitarian appeals. 

The Salisbury Amnesty group 

We have an active group in the city and new members 

are always welcome.  Details of where we meet,     

campaigns and events are posted on our Website,  

Twitter, Tumblr and on Facebook. 

It is free to join locally.   

www.salisburyai.com        Twitter: salisburyai 
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